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The CCNAA delegation mentioned some recent foodborne outbreaks in the
United States caused by E. coli (0157:H7). CCNAA also cited and
provided a list of approxzimately ten U.S. States which reportedly
have microbiological standards including E. coli and coliforms for
raw meat. They requested that AIT provide further information as to
why these States have microbiclogical standards on raw meat. They
also requested copies of the cited FAO and Codex documents, and any
other documents which would provide scientific support for the AIT
position. The Microbiological Criteria paper prepared by the WCMPI
was given to CCNAA by AIT. CCHNAA also stated that it would be very
helpful if they could obtain a statement from a Federal
microbiological committee stating that microbiclogical standards
should not be set for raw meat and poultry products.

The AIT delegation agreed to provide as much of the requested
information as was available and to look into the possibility of
whether a statement could be obtained from a Federal microbiological
committee. CCNAA said that they would present such evidence to their
Food Sanitation and Safety Advisory Committee and request that an
opinion be rendered as to whether the micrebiological standards could
be dropped for raw meat and poultry products.

The AIT delegation reiterated that the subject of non-importation of
brucellosis wvaccinated cattle by the Taiwan authorities had been
discussed for several years and all the scientific evidence regarding
the safety in importing brucelleosis vaccinated heifers had been
previously presented to CCNAA.

The latest data on the status of the brucellosis eradication program
in the United States was presented to CCNAA. A request was made by
AIT that CCNAA reconsider their position as Taiwan's policy is
limiting imports and limiting the genetic selection available to
their dairy farmers.

CCHAA related that in 1992, Taiwan had imported 5 times as many U.S.
cattle as in 1991. Several Taiwan dairy farmer groups now have
contractual agreements with U.S. suppliers to produce heifers for
export that are not vaccinated for brucellosis. The CCHNAA believes
that this arrangement will supply all the dairy animals needed by
Taiwan.
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6. TAIWAN'S REQUIREMENTS FOR SWINE INPORTS BECAUSE OF
PORCINE REPRODUCTIVE AND RESPIRATORY SYNDROME (PRRS)

CCNAA requested information about the availability of reagents for the
serologic test for PRRS and whether the United States could supply
such reagents.

AIT responded that the National Veterinary Services Laboratories had
developed their own procedures and were not now under the restrictions
of patent protection that applied at the time of the 1992 meeting.
APHIS will be in a position to supply such viruses and reagents as
needed by the Taiwan authorities through AIT. A copy of the test
procedure was given to the CCNAA.

AIT gave CCMNAA copies of the protocol used by the United States for
exportation of swine to Korea and Japan. CCNAA will review the
testing protocol, request the reagents through the AIT ocffice in
Taipei, and develop guarantine requirements for use in the importation
of swine from the United States. The Animal Quarantine Technical
Committee will be inveolved in the process in Taiwan.

7. REEQUIREMENTS BY TAIWAN FOR_IMPORTATION OF POULTRY MEAT FROM AREAS
IN THE UNITED STATES AFFECTED WITH AVIAN INFLUENZA (Al)

AIT discussed the guestionnaire that is being completed for submission
to Taiwan regarding AI. It was indicated that the material would be
completed in the coming week and would be sent to Taiwan through the
AIT office.

CCHAA indicated that the Animal Quarantine Technical Committee would
have to review the data to be submitted before taking action to lift
the ban on importation of poultry meat from the 4 states now banned.

AIT indicated that the danger of transmission of AI in poultry meat
was extremely low and that a study was done as far back as 1931 in
which poultry meat infected with AI and fed to chickens did not
produce disease.

AIT therefore reguested that CCNAA consider the possibility of
importing poultry meat from the 4 states on an interim basis pending
full review of the guestionnaire. CCNAA agreed to put this regquest to
the Animal Quarantine Technical Committee.
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8. TAIWAN'S REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPORTING EDIBLE OFFALS

CCNAA indicated that no edible offals are imported into Taiwan from
any country in the world at present. They stated that they do not
have requirements in place at the moment and that they have concerns
about the sanitation standards for edible offals.

AIT stated that imports of offals should be allowed unless scientific
evidence demonstrates that there is a health risk in such
importations. AIT asked that CCNAA begin development of protoceols to
allow importations of such material. AIT supplied CCNAA with copies
of the U.S8. regulations for the importation of offals.

CCNAA agreed to investigate the feasibility of allowing such imports
and will report their position to AIT.

9. TATWAN'S REQUIREMENTS FOE IMPORTING CATFISH

CCNAA indicated that Taiwan is free of two viral diseases of catfish,
e.g., Ictalurid herpes virus and Edwardsiella ictaluria and is in the
process of drafting requirements for the importation of frozen
catfish meat. They regquested any information that could be supplied
about the two diseases and methods to prevent the transmission of
these diseases via products.

AIT responded that they would obtain any information available about
the two diseases and would forward it through the AIT office in
Taipei. They also indicated that they would send information about
which agency would certify exports if they are allowed. AIT
requested a continuing dialogue about the draft protocol in order to
arrive at a document that weould be acceptable for both sides.

10. STRENGTHENING CQOPERATION BETWEEN THE U.S AND TAIWAN TN
TECHNICAL TRAINING AND VISITOR EXCHANGE

The CCNAA delegation outlined their interest in exzpanding cooperation
in training and visitor exchange programs. They exzxpressed interest
in the following topics:

1. Wildlife management MK
2. S0il and water conservation

3. Forestry management s

4. Pest risk assessment i e
5. Diagnostic technology B Loy i
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The AIT delegation agreed to take these suggestions for cooperation
under consideration. AIT explained that the Cochran Program, the
OICD agricultural science research program as well as several other
avenues of cooperation under the AIT-CCHAA Guidelines for a
Cooperative Program in the Agricultural Sciences may be used to
sponsor or fund such joint endeavors. AIT/Taipei and Council of
Adgriculture (COA), Department of Health (DOH), and Bureau of
Commodity Inspection and Quarantine (BCIQ} will explore and organize
such cooperation as appropriate.

The AIT delegation reminded CCNAA about the Meat and Poultry
Inspection Training Program for Foreign Authorities.
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