





Animal Disease Issues

i i Brucellosis

The AIT delegation introduced the topic by explaining the
Brucellosis eradication program in the U.S. and the technical
rationals for calfhood vaccination with strain 19. Additional
handouts on the current status of prevalence of the infection by
state and the surveillance activity in Brucellosis-free states
were provided.

The CCNAA delegation responded by stating that their technical
committee finds vaccination with strain 19 unsafe because some
vaccinated animals could develop serological titers. They also
find that the U.S. milk ring test does not give agricultural
authorities the necessary degree of confidence. It took them 30
years to eradicate the disease and they want to avoid risks of
reintroducing the disease. They believe that the U.S. industry
can still provide non-vaccinated animals for export to Taiwan.

The two main reasons for rejecting calfhood-vaccinated cattle is
that: 1) strain 19 is a live vaccine which can produce
persistent strain 19 infection and therefore can not provide
enough safety assurance; 2) Taiwan has been free from
brucellosis since 1989 and the cost of eradication the disease
would be great.

The CCNAA delegation also indicated that in 1986 Taiwan imported
1,800 U.5. cattle and found one reactor. In 1987, of 750 U.S.
cattle imported, 2 reactors were found. The AIT delegation
responded by indicating that there is confusion between
serological reactors and infection. The AIT delegation stated
that within a large vaccinated population, there will be
occasional reactors. In order to address this issue and prevent
the appearance of reactors AIT proposed a protocol identifying
criteria for selection and pre-embarkation testing of cattle
destined for Taiwan.

The AIT delegation also explained the reasons for the desire to
vaccinate in the free-states although not mandated by federal
regulations. It was explained that although it is possible to
find small numbers of non-vaccinated cattle in the U.S., these
animals will not be of the desired high-quality germplasm as
already confirmed by Taiwan importers.

The CCNAA delegation received the additional information on the
surveillance and prevalence of the infection and the five-point
protocol provided and agreed to present both to the animal

guarantine technical committee for review and comment within the
next three months.
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2. Porcine Respiratory and Reproductive Syndrome (PRRS)

The AIT delegation presented the history and current status of
the disease. The following written documents were handed to the
CCNAA delegates:

1) Summary of PRRS

2) Protocol of IFA testing (PRRS)

3) Protocol for isolating PRRS virus

4) Part of Proceedings of PRRS conference (May 1992, St. Paul)
5) Proceedings of PRRS in the Netherlands (August 1992)

AIT reported that the new diagnostic (IFA) test kit is not
available for distribution to Taiwan because the cell line is
property of a private sector firm. As soon as a new cell line 1s
developed by the U.S. government, it can be offered to Taiwan.

The AIT delegation developed and delivered a protocol on PRRS to
the CCNAA delegation for review by the Quarantine Technical
Committee.

The CCNAA delegation agreed to review the information and
protocol provided by AIT during the meeting and provide a
response to AIT. The IFA testing procedures must be reviewed and
approved by the Quarantine Technical Committee first as was
mutually agreed in the first session.

3. Import access on Taiwan for Hybrid Swine Genetics

The AIT delegation requested that CCNAA review their previous
rejection of hybrid swine breeding stock imports, and clarify the
established criteria for acceptance.

The CCNAA delegation outlined the growth performance and carcass
gquality criteria used to qualify any breeding stock imports
beyond the four breeds that are currently approved. As a result
of additional criteria which AIT had not been aware of, the CCNAA
agreed to provide these to AIT. Both sides supported the
establishment of fair and transparent criteria which would allow
access to superior breeding stock from U.S. suppliers to the
Taiwan market.
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Food Safety

1. ied and sh

Issues: Red and white meat products

ed meat pr cts

The CCNAA delegation inquired about status of a USDA review for
import eligibility of Taiwan processed meat products.

The AIT delegation reported that no further information is needed
based on the processing procedures provided by the CCNAA

delegation on Dec. 31, 1991.

the AIT delegation reported that USDA/FSIS had not received
responses to two of the five questionnaires from the CCNAA
delegation. These questicnnaires are required for FSIS to

evaluate Taiwan’s meat inspection system.
information leading to the certification of processing plants,

However, from the food safety basis

Once FSIS accepts the

then the products that meet APHIS'’s required processing standards

will be permitted.

The CCNAA delegation

responded that the two remaining

guestionnaires were being completed and would be ready shortly.
Confirmation of questionnaire receipt and appropriate feedback

would be provided by

the AIT delegation.

The AIT delegation agreed that the results of the review of
processed product and processing information provided by CCNAA
last December will be provided shortly.

5. Frozen prepared food containing meat

The CCNAA delegation
food industry. They
food products to the
about how they could
delegation responded

presented an overview of Taiwan’s frozen

indicated their interest to export frozen

United States and requested information
expedite the application. The AIT
by reminding CCNAA of the two separate

criteria, animal health and sanitary/food safety, involved in
prepared frozen food with meat. The CCNAA
delegation agreed they would supply this information and also
agreed to share their domestic standards/criteria for frozen food
products. AIT stated that once they have received the needed

approving imports of

information for both

criteria, then an import risk assessment

could be made by APHIS and FSIS authorities.

3. Microbiological testing of fresh meat

The AIT delegation briefly reviewed the history concerning
microbiological testing by Taiwan authorities for fresh and

frozen meat imports.
testing requirements

AIT questioned the science of CCNAA's
from a public health point of view. AIT

delegation mentioned that it was important to establish whether
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current Taiwan regulations were necessary from a food safety
point of view. CCNAA responded by citing references of
microbioclogical criteria in certain states in the U.S. AIT

asked to review the materials that were referred to by the CCNAA
delegation. AIT agreed to provide details on how the system
implemented by its authorities assured the safety and
wholesomeness of meat and again stated that at the federal level
the U.S. does not have specific micrological standards concerning
total aerobic bacterial count.

AIT referred to one case of alligator meat, where this type of
microbiclogical testing had impeded trade. CCHNAAR asked that AIT
pass on specific case information on U.S. exporter/Taiwan
importer complaints or problems with the importation of meat and
they would contact them directly to explain the situation. The
CCNAA also asked the AIT delegation if they could provide the
necessary information on the United States criteria for the
importation of wild game meat for their reference. The AIT
delegation said they would provide that information.

CCNAA provided the revised hygienic standards for frozen foods,
meat and poultry to AIT.

AIT asked CCNAA if the same microbiological testing criteria for
imports also applied to domestic frozen meat products. They said
the same criteria applied.
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